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“NO MAS!” NICARAGUA QUITS OAS AS EU TRIES
TO UNDERMINE VENEZUELA ELECTIONS
BY DANIEL KOVALIK, MINTPRESS NEWS
NOVEMBER 22, 2021

Countries Like Nicaragua And Venezuela Should Be
Applauded For Rejecting The Overt Hypocrisy, Hubris,
And Cruelty Of The West, And For Asserting Their
Right To National Sovereignty.
Caracas, Venezuela — “We do not recognize ourselves as a
colony of any power and we claim national dignity and
decorum, in legitimate defense of our independence,
sovereignty, and self-determination.” With these words,
Nicaraguan Foreign Minister Denis Moncada announced that
Nicaragua would be joining Venezuela in quitting the
Organization of American States (OAS).

2

This action is long overdue, and other Latin and Caribbean
nations should quickly follow suit.
To say the least, the OAS — appropriately headquartered in
Washington, D.C. with a statue of Queen Isabella of Spain in
front — has always been a problematic organization for the
poorer nations of the Western Hemisphere, operating as it
has as the handmaiden of the U.S. and its attempts to rule
over these nations. Indeed Fidel Castro referred to the OAS
as “the ministry of United States colonies.”
Here is a list of just a few of the actions in OAS’s
treacherous history:


The OAS provided support for the U.S. overthrow of
Guatemala’s democratically elected president, Jacobo
Arbenz, passing a resolution shortly before the coup
permitting “regional collective intervention” — this in
the face of the OAS’s founding purpose as an
organization tasked to protect the sovereignty of its
members against foreign intervention. The OAS
would go on to back the resulting military dictatorship
that then took over Guatemala. This despite the fact
that, as Noam Chomsky would later point out, the
coup and reign of resulting military dictatorships in
Guatemala turned that country into a “slaughterhouse,” a
“killing field.”



The OAS helped lay the groundwork for the U.S.
Marines’ invasion of the Dominican Republic in
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1965. The U.S. invasion, which led to the deaths of
3,000 Dominicans, was launched to unseat the
government of Juan Bosch, who had been
democratically elected, deposed by the military, and
then returned to power through a popular insurrection.
The U.S., along with some troops from several other
Latin countries, then occupied the Dominican
Republic for a year and a half under the auspices of
the OAS.


The OAS provided tacit support for the U.S.-backed
coup that overthrew and killed Chile’s democratically
elected president, Salvador Allende. As Telesur notes,
“[w]ith the support of the United States, General
Augusto Pinochet took power, while the OAS
applauded the move. In fact, in 1976 the VI Summit
of the OAS was held in Pinochet’s Chile,” even as
Pinochet was torturing and killing thousands of his
citizens.



More recently, the OAS played a key role in
facilitating the military coup against Bolivian
President Evo Morales in 2019, making false claims
that Morales was re-elected by fraud — claims that
were later debunked. The resulting coup government went
on a killing spree, targeting supporters of Morales and
especially indigenous peoples.
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Nicaragua’s “No Mas”
And so, in light of this precedent and claims by the OAS that
Nicaragua’s elections were fatally flawed, Nicaragua
decided finally to leave this disreputable organization.
Others have signaled similar actions, with Mexican President
Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador (AMLO) recently proposing
that the OAS should be replaced by a more neutral
institution. As AMLO stated, “[t]he substitution of the OAS
can’t be ruled out for a truly autonomous organization — not
a servant to anyone [i.e., the U.S.], but a mediator.” This
statement was made in response to, inter alia, the OAS’s
criticism of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro as an
alleged “dictator.”
Venezuela’s World-Best Elections
As for the claims of the OAS and its U.S. overlord that
Maduro is a dictator, these claims are truly incredible. I am
currently in Venezuela, where I was an official observer of
elections that were held on November 21. I have served as an
observer of Venezuela’s elections since 2013, and I concur
with the conclusion of Jimmy Carter that Venezuela’s
election process is “the best in the world.” Venezuela is
currently holding what it is referring to as “Megan mega
elections” for municipal and state seats around the country.
Observer teams here also included missions from the
European Union, United Nations, the Carter Center, and the
Council of Latin American Experts (CEELA).
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Voters went to the polls to choose from 70,000 candidates
from 87 different political parties. For the first time in six
years, the hardcore opposition party known as the MUD (a
U.S. favorite) was one of the parties participating. And, the
MUD ended up winning three of twenty-four governorships
in the election.
Given the excellent electoral system that Jimmy Carter
lauded; the presence of numerous international observers on
the ground; and the participation of scores of political
parties, including the MUD, it is hard to even discern the
argument to be made for Maduro being some type of
authoritarian leader.
EU Meddles Here, Turns Blind Eye There
Nonetheless, shortly before the elections, the EU, despite
sending an observer team, announced that it was going
to extend crippling economic sanctions, ostensibly targeted
at officials linked to President Maduro, for another year.
That the EU made this announcement just days before the
election sends a clear message to voters that they will
continue to be punished economically if they vote for
officials linked to the party of Nicolas Maduro. In other
words, the EU is overtly intervening to impact the outcome
of the election. It is the EU, then, that is undermining the
democratic processes in Venezuela, even as it purports to
judge the integrity of these elections. This is the very type of
imperial hubris that countries like Nicaragua and Venezuela
are rebelling against, and quite rightly.
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Meanwhile, there is almost total silence from the EU, OAS,
and the U.S. about the real repression taking place in
Colombia where scores of social leaders continue to be
murdered by the state year after year.
Of course, those murders are acceptable to the colonial
powers, as Colombia is the chief bulwark against progressive
social change in Latin America. But to those truly concerned
about human rights, democracy, and fundamental norms of
human decency, this is totally unacceptable.
Countries like Nicaragua and Venezuela should be
applauded for rejecting the overt hypocrisy, hubris, and
cruelty of the West, and for asserting their right to national
sovereignty. It is my sincere hope that other developing
nations follow suit.

